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Politics

of Mercy holds himself accountable for it.

At this point a question arises: “If Khalid
ibn Walid in killing Bani Judhaymah was
acting on a dispute between him and
them dating back to the days of pre-Islamic
ignorance, why did the Messenger of Allah
(Allah’s Peace and Blessings upon Him and
His Pure Family) not carry out the death
penalty on behalf of the murdered, given
that compensation is an alternative to the
death penalty for premeditated murder.”

There are many answers to that given by
some of the fugaha’ of Islam, some of which
we shall mention here:

1. "The death penalty is conditional upon
a demand made by the family of the
victim. Because Bani Judhaymah were
the family of the victims and had not
demanded the death penalty the ruling
moved over to compensation.

2. The Messenger of Allah insofar as he was
a waliy over all, even over the families
of the victims by unrestricted wilayah,
accorded to the Wise Qur'an:

3. [The Prophet has a greater claim on the
faithful than they have on themselves]9,

4. So it was the Prophet’s right to forgo the
death penalty in favour of compensation.

5. It is a matter of competing priorities —
tazahum - between something which is
important and something which is more
important, which dictates abandoning
the death penalty on account of what
may have to be done in order to achieve
the death penalty in the particular

circumstances surrounding the prophet
and his mission, in view of the fact that
the Muslims were at the brink of the
victory of Islam, widespread hegemony
and the entry of people in droves into
Allah’s religion directly after the conquest
of Mecca. Something like imposition of
the death penalty in these circumstances
would have led to terror and discontent
in the hearts of Muslims which would
have damaged Islam at that time and in
its future.

There are parallels to this in the life
histories of the Messenger (Allah’s Peace
and Blessings upon Him and His Pure Family)
and the Commander of the Faithful, peace
be upon him, of which we shall mention a
few in the following studies, Almighty Allah
willing, and Allah knows best.

1) The Holy Qur'an, al-Anfal verse 16

3) The Holy Qur‘an, Al ‘Imran verse 155

4) al-Kamil fi al-Tarikh vol.2 p173

(5) This is equivalent to approximately 3250g of
pure gold, which is more than 100 ounces of pure
gold.

(6) Amali al-Sadug p237 no. 8 majlis 32. al-
Tabrasi, I'lam al-Wara, vol.1 p227. Tarikh al-Tabari
vol.2 p341

(7) The Holy Qur‘an, al-Nahl verse 90
(8) The Holy Qur‘an, al-Isra" verse 70
©
(1

(1)
(2) The Holy Qur'an, Al ‘Imran verse 152
3)
4)

) The Holy Qur‘an, al-Anbiya' verse 107
0) The Holy Qur‘an, al-Ahzab verse 6
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fright caused to their children.

6. He paid them a sum equal to the amount
of property or wealth they had lost.

7. He paid them so that they would be
happy with the Messenger of Allah

8. He paid them enough to make their
children and servants as happy as they
had been saddened.

Then Ali, peace be upon him, went back
to the Prophet (Allah’s Peace and Blessings
upon Him and His Pure Family), told Him
how he had divided the gold into eight
shares and said, “Messenger of Allah (Allah’s
Peace and Blessings upon Him and His Pure
Family), | was determined to compensate
for every drop of blood spilled, for every
foetus and to replace every bit of money
or property. | had some left over so | gave
it to them for their dog bowls and for the
cords for hobbling their herds, for the terror
caused to their women and shock caused to
their children. | had some left over so | gave
it to them so that they would be happy with
you, Messenger of Allah (Allah’s Peace and
Blessings upon Him and His Pure Family).

The Messenger of Allah’s face lit up (Allah’s
Peace and Blessings upon Him and His
Pure Family) and he laughed with a smile
so wide that his molars were showing. He
said, “You gave them [something] to make
them happy with me, may Allah be pleased
with you.” Then he said (Allah’s Peace and
Blessings upon Him and His Pure Family),
"Ali, you are to me as Haroun was to Musa
except that there is no Prophet after me."®

This is the philosophy of justice and doing

.A\i\'YE.\.ﬂ.ﬂ‘gg':).g.&—u‘q-J}g.&

good to others which He commands [us to
implement] in the Wise Qur'an:

[Allah commands justice, the doing of
gOOd ...](7)

This is human dignity linked to what
Almighty Allah says in the Qur'an: [Verily we
have honoured the Children of Adam]®and
to what Allah’s Law and Legislation from
Heaven set as parameters.

Compensation for  those killed,
compensation for every foetus,
compensation for everything that was lost,
compensation for what may have been lost
without their knowing it, compensation
for terrifying the women and frightening
the children, and an amount to make them
happy with the Messenger of Allah (Allah's
Peace and Blessings upon Him and His Pure
Family)---

What did the Messenger of Allah (Allah’s

Peace and Blessings upon Him and His
Pure Family) do to need to seek their
contentment?

Nothing-:-He could never---

Whatever was done; it was by Khalid ibn
Walid.

Nevertheless, he is the Prophet of Mercy
(Allah’s Peace and Blessings upon Him and
His Pure Family).

[And We have not sent you but as a mercy
to the worlds.]®

On account of Khalid’s having been sent
by the Prophet (Allah’s Peace and Blessings
upon Him and His Pure Family), the Prophet
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the Messenger of Allah (Allah’s Peace and
Blessings upon Him and His Pure Family)
to seek his forgiveness for this crime which
had exposed the Messenger of Allah (Allah’s
Peace and Blessings upon Him and His
Pure Family) to having his noble forehead
cleaved and His lip split — as reported by
many accounts and hadith — along with
the killing of Hamzah the Master of the
Martyrs and uncle of the Messenger of Allah
(Allah’s Peace and Blessings upon Him and
His Pure Family) and of Hanzalah, he who
was washed [for burial] by the Angels, and,
dozens of the faithful fighters. This is the
great policy of forgiveness in Islam.

Compensation for the fright caused to
he women

Here is another example the great policy
of justice and fairness in Islam:

The Messenger of Allah (Allah’s Peace and
Blessings upon Him and His Pure Family)
sent Khalid ibn Walid with a group of
Muslims with the purpose of calling to Islam
Bani Judhaymah — who were from Bani al-
Mustalag who had already become Muslims
— and he did not order any instructions for
fighting.® But Khalid attacked them and
killed a group of them with whom he had an
age-old dispute. When news of this reached
the Messenger of Allah (Allah’s Peace and
Blessings upon Him and His Pure Family),
the Prophet (Allah’s Peace and Blessings
upon Him and His Pure Family) wept. He
got up and climbed up onto the minbar,
lifted his hands up to the Heavens and said
three times:

"Oh AllahIseek throughyoutodisassociate
myself from what Khalid ibn Walid has
done.”

"Oh Allahlseek throughyou todisassociate
myself from what Khalid ibn Walid has
done.”

"Oh AllahIseek throughyoutodisassociate
myself from what Khalid ibn Walid has
done.”

Then the Prophet (Allah’s Peace and
Blessings upon Him and His Pure Family)
called Aliibn Abu Talib, peace be upon him,
and gave him a chest full of gold, ordering
him to go to Bani Judhaymah and pay them
compensation for those who had been slain
and for the loss of property.

So Ali, peace be upon him, came to them
and divided the money as follows:

1. He paid the blood money compensation
of one thousand gold dinars® for every
one of those who had been wrongly
killed, to their heirs.

2. He paid them the price of every foetus.

3. He paid them the price of whatever dog
bowls and cords [used to hobble the feet
of a camel] they had lost.

4. He paid them the price of whatever they
might have lost, without being aware of
the loss, or that may have been taken by
Khalid or by whoever was with him or
which may have been destroyed during
the fighting.

5. He paid them compensation for the fear
and terror caused to their wives and
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His pardoning those who fled

Fleeing the battlefield is considered to
be one of the mortal sins. Almighty Allah
promised the Hellfire [as a punishment] for
it. The Almighty said [If any do turn his back
to them on such a day - unless it be in a
stratagem of war, or to retreat to a troop (of
his own), he draws on himself the wrath of
Allah, and his abode is Hell - an evil refuge
(indeed)!®

Whoever commits this act of great
disobediencedeservesta’zir,or punishment,
according to the Shari'a - there is a penalty
for every act of disobedience - but even so,
the Messenger of Allah (Allah’s Peace and
Blessings upon Him and His Pure Family)
pardoned the Muslims who fled from the
battlefield at the Battle of Uhud leaving the
Prophet (Allah’s Peace and Blessings upon
Him and His Pure Family) on his own among
a small number of his devoted companions.
This is one of the great foundations of
pardon and forgiveness in Islam which
keeps Muslims within Islam and draws
others to Islam.

Allah revealed the pardon granted them in
the Wise Qur'an in two verses of the chapter
of The Family of Imran:

[Allah did indeed fulfil His promise to ye

.A\iY‘YE.u.ZJ‘L.g'A).@CZ—%)).@
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when — with His permission

— ye were about to annihilate
your enemy, until ye flinched and fell to
disputing about the order, and disobeyed
it after He brought ye in sight (of the booty)
which ye covet. Among ye are some that
hanker after this world and some that desire
the Hereafter. Then did He divert ye from
your foes in order to test ye but He forgave
ye: For Allah is full of grace to those who
believe. ]@

[Those of you who turned back on the day
the two hosts met, it was Satan who caused
them to fail, because of some (evil) they had
done. But Allah forgave them: For Allah is
Oft-Forgiving, Most Forbearing.]®

It is said in the noble hadith that those
who fled from the battlefield came back to
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