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a sheep nor a camel. He was taken (Allah’s peace
and blessings upon him and his pure family) and his
hauberk was put up as collateral with one of the Jews
of Medina in exchange for twenty sa® of barley which
he had borrowed to provide for his family”0,

Shaykh Tabrasi reports in Makarim al-Akhlag on the
authority of ibn Abbas who said, “The Messenger
of Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings upon him and
his pure family) passed away having left hauberk as
collateral with a Jewish man in exchange for thirty
sa‘ of barley which he had taken to provide for his
dependants”®@",

Whether the loan taken out by the Messenger of Allah
towards the end of his life was twenty sa‘ or thirty sa‘ i.
e. equivalent to approximately sixty or ninety kilograms
of barley with his hauberk put up as collateral, this is an
amazing historical fact:

The Messenger of Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings
upon him and his pure family) who would give hundreds
and hundreds and hundreds of camels to his enemies...
The Messenger of Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings
upon him and his pure family) to whom the [whole]
world bowed downl...

The Messenger of Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings
upon him and his pure family) at whose disposal were
enormous amounts of money...

He dies with his hauberk having been put up as
collateral in exchange for barley to feed his dependants.
He used to give away all the livestock, gold, silver,
pulses, and so on which came into his possession
to the point where he had nothing left to feed his
dependants...

He then has nothing left to buy something simple to
support for his family.

He then finds he has no clothes or furnishings or
commodities to put up as collateral in exchange for a
few kilograms of barley and so he is forced to put up his
hauberk as collateral.

Is this not one of the most amazing historical facts?
Muslim leaders ought to follow the example of the
Messenger of Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings upon
him and his pure family).

He (Allah’s peace and blessings upon him and his
pure family) is a role model and a beautiful pattern of
conduct for them to follow, as the Wise Qur’an states:
[Ye have indeed in the Messenger of Allah a beautiful

pattern of conduct for any one whose hope is in Allah
and the Final Day, and who engages much in the praise
of Allah]®?,

(1) The Almighty said: [Do they then seek after a judgment of (the days
of) ignorance?] The Qur'an, the Table (5): 50. He also said, may He be praised:
[a dazzling display, like that of the former Times of Ignorance]. The Qur'an,
the Confederates (33): 33. The Almighty also refers to: [the heat and cant of
ignorance. ] The Qur'an, Victory (48): 26.

(2) The Holy Quran, The Family of ‘Imran (3): 110.

(3) Makarim al-Akhlag p21 Chapter 1 Para 2

(4) Bihar al-Anwar vol. 16 p8 Chapter 5

(5) Ibn Kathir, al-Sira al-Nabawiyyah, vol. 2 p31

(6) al-Bidaya wa al-Nihaya vol. 4 p418

(7) al-Sunan al-Kubra by al-Bayhagi vol. 9 p117

(8) al-Qadi Ayyad, al-Shifa bi Ta'rif Huquq al-Mustafa, vol. 1 p124
(9) Ibn al-Bitrig, al-Umda, pp335-336 para 36 hadith 561

(10) al-Maghribi, Da'a'im al-Islam, vol. 1 p152

(11) al-Bahrani, Hilyat al-Abrar, vol. 1 p328 no. 5 Chapter 44 which says
that the Prophet of Allah (Allah's Peace and Blessings upon Him and His Pure
Family) said: “l begin praying, wanting to stretch it out but then | hear child
cry and so | pray quickly because | know how distressing it is for his mother
to hear him cry.”

(12) al-Ahsa’i, ‘Awali’ al-Li‘ali’, vol. 1 p54 para 4 hadith 61 and vol. 2 p21
al-Maslak al-Rabi’ hadith 43

(13) Ibn al-Bitrig, al-'Umda, p317 hadith 532

(14) al-Khisal pp490-491 Abwab al-Ithnay ‘Ashar hadith 69
(15) Jawahir al-Kalam by al-Jawahiri vol. 36 p124.

(16) al-Irbili, Kashf al-Ghumma, vol. 1 p11

(17) al-Mufid, al-Irshad, vol. 1 p145

(18) See A'lam al-Wara by al-Tabrasi p118 al-Rukn al-Awwal Chapter 4
Ghazwat Hunayn and Sirat al-Nabi Salla Allah ‘alayh wa Alih by ibn Hisham
vol.4 p101 Ghazwat Hunayn

(19) A sa'is a unit of measurement equivalent to 3kg approximately.
(20) Qurb al-Isnad by al-Himyari p44

(21) Makarim al-Akhlag p25 Chapter 1 Para 2

(22) The Holy Qur'an, The Confederates (33): 21
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“He gave a hundred camels to Abu Sufyan ibn Harb, a
hundred to his son Mu‘awiyah,

a hundred to Nadr ibn Harith ibn Kaldah,

a hundred to al-‘Ala ibn Harithah al-Thagafi (who was
Bani Zohra’s ally),

a hundred to Harith ibn Hisham from Bani Makhzoum,
a hundred to Jubayr ibn Mut’im (from Bani Nawfal ibn
Abd Manaf),

a hundred to Malik ibn ‘Awf al-Nasri,

a hundred to ‘Algamah ibn ‘Allathah,

a hundred to al-Agra’ ibn Habis,

a hundred to ‘Oyaynah ibn Hisn,

a hundred to Suhayl ibn ‘Amr,

a hundred to Huwaytab ibn Abd al-'Ozza ibn Abi Qays,
a hundred to Safwan ibn Umayyah,

and the Messenger of Allah (Allah’s peace and
blessings upon him and his pure family) gave fewer
than a hundred to various men from Quraysh including:
Makhramah ibn Nawfal al-Zuhri;

‘Umayr ibn Wahb al-Jamhi, and

Hisham ibn ‘Amr (a member of the clan of Bani ‘Amir
ibn Lu'ay).

The prophet gave fifty camels to Sa’id ibn Yarbou’ ibn
‘Ankashah ibn ‘Amir ibn Makhzoum, and fifty camels to
al-Sahmy.

It is also reported that the Prophet (Allah’s peace and
blessings upon him and his pure family) gave to others
whose hearts remained to be made to incline, and, to
the chiefs of the idol worshippers upon their becoming
Muslims to cause their hearts and the hearts of their
people to incline, and, to the rest of Quraysh from
Mecca.

Similarly, he gave to others from the Arab tribes. Out
of them, ibn Hisham mentions the following in his
biography of the Prophet:

Tulayq ibn Sufyan ibn Umayyah;

Khalid ibn Asid ibn Abi al-‘Ays ibn Umayyah;

Shaybah ibn ‘Othman ibn Abi Talhah ibn Abd al-Dar;
Abu al-Sanabil ibn Ba'kak ibn al-Harith ibn Umayla;
‘lkramah ibn ‘Amir ibn Hisham ibn Abd Manaf;

Zuhayr ibn Abi Umayyah ibn Mughirah;

Khalid ibn Hisham ibn Mughirah;

Hisham ibn al-Walid ibn al-Mughirah;

Sufyan ibn Abd al-Asad;

Al-Sa‘eb ibn Abi al-Sa‘eb ibn ‘Afidh;

Muti’ ibn al-Aswad ibn Harithah;
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Abu Jahm ibn Hudhayfah ibn Ghanim;

Uhayhah ibn Umayya ibn Khalaf;

‘Umayr ibn Wahb ibn al-Khalaf;

‘Udayy ibn Qays ibn Hudhafah;

Hisham ibn ‘Amr ibn Rubay’a ibn al-Harith;

Nawfal ibn Mu‘awiyah ibn ‘Urwa ibn Sakhr;

‘Algamah ibn ‘Ala‘ah ibn ‘Awf;

Lubayd ibn Rubay’a ibn Kilab;

Khalid ibn Hudhah ibn Rubay’a; and

Abbas ibn Mirdas ibn Abi ‘Amir('®,

This is one example of the policy of generosity practised
by the Messenger of Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings
upon him and his pure family) in early days of the first
Islamic government on the face of the earth. Perhaps
this is one of a kind in the entire history of mankind.
This is because a single camel at that time was worth
a fortune to a person just the same as someone today
who owns a luxury car, something similar or even
something greater. A single camel was worth the
equivalent of a car, as its meat was eaten and its milk
was drunk and its fur was worn. It is the same as if a
person today gave fifty cars or suchlike to every head
of the opposition after defeating them and gaining
hegemony over them.

s there anything like this in history?

This Islamic policy of causing the hearts of enemies,
their communities and their followers to incline, ought
to be followed by whoever follows in the footsteps of
the Messenger of Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings
upon him and his pure family) and who wants Islam to
be established on the face of the earth through love
and pleasant words just as the Messenger of Allah
(Allah’s peace and blessings upon him and his pure
family) used to do, not by violence or by the sword as
colonialists do today.

Amongst some of his wonderful generosity that is
recorded in history, is that when he died he had his
hauberk put up as collateral to look after his family’s
expenses.

It is reported on the authority of Imam Sadig, peace
be upon him, on the authority of his father Imam Baqr,
peace be upon him, who said:

“The Messenger of Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings
upon him and his pure family) left behind neither
a dirham nor a Dinar, nor a slave, nor a product, nor




to her, “What is the matter?”

.

She said, “Oh, Messenger of Allah! My household gave :

me four dirhams to buy something for them. | lost them
and | am afraid to go back to them”.

So the Messenger of Allah (Peace and Blessings upon
Him and His Pure Family) gave her four dirhams and
said, “Go back to your household”.

The Messenger of Allah (Peace and Blessings upon
Him and His Pure Family) went on His way but lo and

crying.

household?”

She said, “Oh, Messenger of Allah, | have taken so long
that | am scared that they are going to hit me”.

So the Messenger of Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings
upon him and his pure family) said to her, “Go on ahead
of me and show me the way to your household”.

reached the door of her house. He then said, “Peace
be upon you, people of the house”.

They said, “Peace and Allah’'s Mercy and Blessings
upon you, Messenger of Allah”.

The Messenger of Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings

you waiting a long time but do not do her any harm”.
They replied, “She is free on account of your visit”(4),

of Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings upon him and

needs such as these?
His mercy (Allah’s peace and blessings upon him and
and he would tell others to do the same.

family) is reported as saying much on the subject and
by way of example:

“Allah prescribed doing good in relation to everything”.
“When you slaughter, slaughter humanely”.

“When you kill, kill humanely”.

not suffer”(9,
Policy of Giving Gifts to Friends and Foes Alike

. The Messenger of Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings
upon him and his pure family) set the record in His gift
- giving, generosity and beneficence to the point that it
- was said of Him:

- “He would give a donation in the manner of one who
- did not fear the prospect of poverty!©.

- He would give to the Muhajiroun.

behold the slave-girl was still sitting on the road and -

He would give to the Ansar.

- He would give to the people of Medina.
The Messenger of Allah (Allah’s Peace and Blessings -
upon Her and His Pure Family) said to her, “What is -
the matter? Why are you not going back to your :
 He would also give to non-Muslims to cause their
: hearts to incline and to discourage them from plotting
- against Islam and the Muslims.

. History records the Prophet's unique generosity
* towards his enemies and the enemies of Islam such
: as Abu Sufyan, his offspring and those who followed in
So the Messenger of Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings
upon him and his pure family) went along until he :

He would give to villagers and country folk.
He would give to the Muslims.
He would give to the hypocrites.

their footsteps.
It is reported that the prophet (Allah’s peace and

blessings upon him and his pure family) gave
- generously from the spoils of war of Hunayn even to
- the enemies of Islam - to Abu Sufyan and his son
- Mu‘awiyah; ‘lkramah son of Abu Jahl; Safwan son of
- Umayya; Harith son of Hisham; Suhayl son of ‘Amr;
upon him and his pure family) said, “This slave-girl kept *

al-Agra’ son of Habis; Uyayna son of Hisn; Hummam

- (Suhay!’s brother); Malik son of ‘Awf and ‘Algamah son
- of ‘Alathah. The prophet (Allah’s peace and blessings
Can you imagine any leader other than the Messenger -

upon him and his pure family) used to give them each

- one hundred camels, along with their herdsmen, and
his pure family), or whoever follows in his footsteps :
personally, stopping to see to his subjects’ insignificant :
: such as ibn Hisham:
:
blessings upon him and his pure family) went back to
his pure family) spread to everything even to animals :
- of war he had come by in the Battle of Hunayn among
He (Allah’s peace and blessings upon him and his pure :

sometimes more than that and sometimes less®),
Reported in the prophet’s biography by chroniclers

“Then the Messenger of Allah (Al lah’s peace and
whoever was left in Al-da’rana and divided the spoils

those of the Quraysh and of the rest of the Arabs

- whose hearts remained to be caused to incline. There
- was neither a little nor a lot left over for the Ansar.

- It'is said in the alternative that he made some small
- provision for the Ansar and gave the bulk to the
- hypocrites.

“One’s blade must be sharp so that the animal does ® Muhammad ibn Ishag states:

2 \EvE @m|6;u¢/J,¥'&J—&M‘K\@n| i,\




(Allah’s peace and blessings upon him and his pure ® And so the Angel of the Mountains called out to him

family) to ask him for something. The Prophet (Allah’s :
peace and blessings upon him and his pure family) gave :
“Command me to do as you wish. If you wish, | will
- make the great mountains fall on them”.

- The Prophet (Allah’s peace and blessings upon him
blessings upon him and his pure family) in the presence :
of his companions, the Muhajiroun and Ansar. The :
Muslims became angry. It was very difficult for them to *
:
man. One of the companions got up to admonish and -
* him and his pure family) would draw out his prayer,
- prolong the dhikr in his bowing and his prostration, and
- prolong his recitation [of the Qur’anic surah in prayer],

it to him and said to him, “Have | been kind to you?”
The Bedouin replied, “No. Nor have you been good. ”
That was in the Prophet’s gathering (Allah’s peace and

put up with this harshness on the part of the Bedouin

reproach him.
The Prophet (Allah’s peace and blessings upon him
and his pure family) signalled to him to stop.

Then he got up, went into his house, sent for the -
Bedouin and gave him more. Then he said to him, :
* to the point that it is reported in a holy hadith: “The
: prayer of the Messenger of Allah (Peace and Blessings
: upon Him and His Pure Family) was the shortest full
: prayer”(9,

Then the Prophet (Allah’s peace and blessings upon
- out of compassion for the children who would
- come to
“Verily the example of myself and this Bedouin is that of -
a man whose camel has run away. With people going :
- short fearing that his companions would get bored. He
‘Leave me and my camel. | am kinder to it and know it :
better. He heads towards it stands in front of it. He takes -
some sweepings from the ground, and drives it back *
- True enough,
it and mounts it. Verily had | left you be at the point :

lWere | not to place too great a burden...

- He would be sure to avoid placing too great a burden
:
When the idol-worshippers rejected the Messenger :
* that included:

: “Were | not to place too great a burden upon my
people... "2

companions, left no stone unturned in their hunt for :
- recently idol-worshippers... "'¥ and suchlike.

.
¢ Imam Sadig, peace be upon him, said that the
“Verily has Allah heard what your people say to you :
and how they have answered you, and He has told the -
- crying on one of the roads and so the Prophet (Allah’s

“Have | been good to you?”

The Bedouin man said, “Yes. May Allah reward you
greatly in your family and your tribe. Then the Bedouin
man bade him farewell and left.

him and his pure family) turned to his companions and

said:

after it, only drives it further away. Its owner shouts,

until it comes and kneels down. He puts his saddle on
where the man said what he said you would have killed

him and he would have entered the Hellfire”©),

of Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings upon him and
his pure family), harassed him, spat in his holy face,
ostracised him, tortured, drove away and killed his

them... and did what they did for many long, hard years,

archangel Gabriel came down to him from Almighty -

Allah and said:

Angel of the Mountains that you are to command him

(Allah’s peace and blessings upon him and his pure
family), greeted him and said:

and his pure family) said: “I would rather that Allah
would bring out of their loins those who worship Allah
alone and who do not attribute any partners to Him”®),

If he prayed alone he (Allah’s peace and blessings upon

his tasbih, his tahmid, his tahlil and takbir.
If he prayed in congregation he would keep it short,

It is reported that he would keep his prayer short

the mosque with their mothers”(",
Keeping His Cautionary Sermons Short
Itis reported that he would keep his cautionary sermons

would not deliver too many cautionary sermons to them
but if he did deliver any, he would not drag them out.
Instead he would make them few and keep them short.
he would occasionally prolong
them if circumstances dictated a need for that.

upon the Muslims through a deed or word. Itis reported

that on a number of occasions he made declarations

“Were it not for the fact that your people were only

Messenger of Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings upon
him and his pure family) saw a slave-girl sitting and

to do to them as you wish”. @ peace and blessings upon him and his pure family) said
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sticking to one’s word, and, moral rectitude.
Chroniclers tell many wonderful stories about that. We :

will refer to a number of them as examples:

Prophetic Mission, the Prophet (Allah’s peace and
blessings upon him and his pure family) had made an
the Prophet (Allah’s peace and blessings upon him and
three nights.

After three [nights] the young man came and found the
Prophet still waiting in the same place®.

Faithful — had one friend left when her relatives,
the women of her clan and the whole of Quraysh

her through her loneliness.

would say:
“She would come to visit us when Khadija was alive.
Indeed loyalty is part of faith”@.

and blessings upon him and his pure family) would

needed.
One of his companions said to him, “We can do that for

deference and it is my pleasure to see to their needs”®),
It is narrated that his parents and brother through wet-
and blessings upon him and his pure family) hugged

his brother through wet-nursing and showed him
deference and respect. He spread out his cloak for

® presents. He did the same for his sister through wet-

nursing al-Shayma‘®.

:
;
In the holy city of Mecca before the start of the :
- family) victory over the holy city of Mecca he did not
- stay there and let the Ansar go back to Medina on their
arrangement with someone to wait for that person to :
come. The man went away, forgot his promise and left :
- achieved.
his pure family) waiting for him in the same place for :
- of Mecca and set off on the way back to Medina
- keeping the Ansar company who had followed him in
- times of hardship, given him shelter and assisted him.
:
It is narrated that Lady Khadija — the Mother of the :
- city of his parents, and contained the Holy Ka’abah, the
: tombs of his parents and grandparents, their remains
abandoned her. She would provide support for Lady .
Khadija, come and see her and comfort and console :
was to show loyalty to the Ansar.
When Lady Khadija passed away, the Prophet (Allah’s :
peace and blessings upon him and his pure family) :
would send gifts to that woman out of loyalty to her. He -
- This is unique in the history of the greats and the
- leaders and revolutionaries. For if they are turned out
- of their homelands as a result of revolution, they all go
:
It is narrated that a delegation sent by the Negus - :
the ruler of Abyssinia— came to the Messenger of :
Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings upon him and his -
pure family). He put them up and treated them with :
deference and respect. The Prophet (Allah’s peace :
. eternal rest and he met his Maker. He did not live in
personally get up to bring them some of the things they :
: night there.

you,” but he said, “They treated our companions with :
- blessings upon him and his pure family) was “number
:
- person of importance or leader.
nursing came to see him. The Prophet (Allah’s peace -
- illustrate thousands of similar [incidents] referred to in
- the chronicles:

M With the Bedouin

When Almighty Allah granted the Holy Messenger
(Allah’s peace and blessings upon him and his pure

own. He did not just involve them so long as times were
hard and abandon them as soon as victory had been

Instead, he placed one of his companions in command

In spite of the fact that Mecca was the place of his birth,
his city where he had spent more than fifty years, the

and the remains of the previous Prophets from Adam,
Nuh, Ibrahim, Isma’il (Peace be upon Them) etc. All this

He said, “Today is a day of good deeds and loyalty” and
then headed towards the Ansar, saying, “To live and die
with you”®,

back to their homes once they have triumphed over
the opposing forces. All of them except the Messenger
(Allah’s peace and blessings upon him and his pure
family) — he did not go back to Mecca and stay there.

Instead, he returned to Medina with the Ansar and
remained there until Almighty Allah granted unto him

the holy city of Mecca and did not even spend a single

In the whole of history, the Prophet (Allah’s peace and
one” in mercy insofar as he was unparalleled by any

In the following section we will give some examples to

his parents, presented them with gifts and gave them ® A Bedouin man came to see the Messenger of Allah
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The previous citations were examples of some of the ® peace and war and consequently ignorant in terms of

delegations which came to the Messenger of Allah
(Allah’s Blessings and Peace upon Him and His Pure

inclusive policy with respect to them and his drawing
them to Islamv and to Allah, and of making their hearts
incline by beneficence. There are hundreds and
hundreds of delegations which used to come to the
Messenger of Allah (Allah’s Blessings and Peace upon
Him and His Pure Family) and he would treat them in
the same wonderful way.

overlooking faults and of revealing and emphasising on

called the ignorant emphasising the fact that they were
ignorant and ignorant of their own ignorance — ignorant
from every perspective...
upbringing, their education and information they had,
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. everything. Through this intelligent policy the Prophet
- (Allah’s Blessings and Peace upon Him and His Pure
Family), of some of the beneficence shown by the :
Prophet (Allah’s Blessings and Peace and Blessings :
upon Him and His Pure Family) towards them, of his :

Family) was able to turn them into a great nation which
dazzled history and baffled thinking people.
So much so that Almighty Allah who had described

them before Islam as “the ignorant”™® went back to
- describe them after Islam as the greatest nation by
- saying in the Holy Qur'an: [You are the best of nations
- that has been raised up for mankind]. @)

- Accordingly, it is incumbent upon Muslims in their
- dealings and interaction with others in this day and age -
- inwhich atheism and non-belief has opened its mouths
Through this wise and comprehensive policy, a policy -
of bringing together disparate factions, a policy of -

from every side to swallow up, devour and put an end
to Islam and the Muslims — that their policy be a policy

- ofinclusivity, unity, forgiveness and encouragement, so
the positive aspects, the Messenger of Allah was able :
to educate those people whom [both] Allah and history :
:
: The policy of the Messenger (Allah’s Blessings and
ignorant in terms of their :

that they can, with Allah’s permission, get back their
unbeatable strength.

Peace upon Him and His Pure Family) - which was

managing countries and people in the true sense of
of how to read and write, of interaction with people, of :
irigating and herding animals, ignorant in matters of :

the word as Almighty Allah wishes and according to
His approval — was also based on keeping promises,
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