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His forgiveness of Abu Sufyan

When the Prophet (Allah’s peace and blessings upon
him and his pure family) entered the holy city of Mecca
and Abu Sufyan came to him; he was the archenemy of
the prophet and his mission-

Abu Sufyan came to the prophet while he had the
blood of the household and companions of the
Prophet on his hands...

his heart full of spite and hatred for the Messenger of
Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings upon him and his
pure family) and of Islam...

and his eyes full of evil and destruction.

No person in the Prophet’s position would have
done anything else but confront in the cruellest way
someone like Abu Sufyan. the chief of conspiracies and
mischief. and make an example of him in the harshest
manner.. However. what the Messenger of Allah
(Allah’s peace and blessings upon him and his pure
family) did was quite the opposite...

Prophet Muhammad (Allah’s peace and blessings
upon him and his pure family) forgave him, pardoned
[him] and said to him kindly and politely. “Has the time
not come for you to declare that there is no god but
Allah and that | am the Messenger of Allah?”

The stunned Abu Sufyan said. “May my father and
my mother be your sacrifice how noble you are! How
reaching you are! How forbearing you are!"(®

..and the Jewess

Shaykh Kulayni (May Allah bless him) reports in Al-Kafi
that Imam Bagir. peace be upon him. narrated.

“The Jewish woman who had poisoned a sheep meant
for the Prophet’s consumption (Allah’s peace and
blessings upon him and his pure family) was brought
to the Messenger of Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings
upon him and his pure family).

He said to her. "What drove you to do what you did?”
She said. “I said [to myself] if he were a Prophet it would
not harm him. and if he were a king then | would rid the
people of him.”

The narrator said. “And so the Messenger of Allah
(Allah’s peace and blessings upon him and his pure
family) forgave her."19

Can you see any king or president forgiving a person
who had attempted a crime such as this?

Would you find anything like this story about those
who are not Prophets or Awliya'?

No. Certainly not.

j{:} E}Ejr' %}? E:.h}"l:.} {E}is} ?{3 'IE}A.‘ -i'_. "E'}t.. .I‘E} E?'t... ':_

-.,:} :':}_-"

* It is the Prophethood.

. Itis a strong bond with the Creator.

It is forgiveness which has reached its pinnacle.
Furthermore. itis Islam — that which combines all merits
and laudable characteristics at their very highest.

Any Muslim Head of State who follows the line of the
Messenger of Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings upon
him and his pure family) will be just like that.
Examples of the Messenger of Allah’s forgiveness
(Allah’s peace and blessings upon him and his pure
family) are many..very many. To recount them [all]
would require a volume to themselves.

(1) Nahj al-Balaghah. Letters: no. 45 Extract from a Letter of His. peace be
upon him. to ‘Uthman ibn Hunayf al-Ansari who was His Commissioner in Basra

(2) Ibn Abi al-Hadid: Sharh Nahj al-Balaghah vol.13 p279

(3) Nahj al-Balaghah: Sayings: no. 9

(4) Bihar al-Anwar vol.16 p232 Chapter 9

(5) al-Managib vol.1 p211

(6) The Holy Quran, The Family of ‘Imran (3):153

(7) 'Uyun al-Athar vol.2 p422

(8) Makarim al-Akhlag pp18-19 Chapter 1 Para 2

(9) Makarim al-Akhlag p19 Chapter 1 Para 2

(10) Musnad Ahmad vol.3 p364. Musnad Jabir ibn ‘Abdallah; see Bihar al-
Anwar vol.20 p175 Chapter 15

(11) al-Tabataba'i: Sunan al-Nabi p413; see also al-Managib vol.1 p192
where this humanitarian supplication is attributed to the Battle of Uhud and
al-Managib vol.1 p215 where it is said that He uttered this supplication when
He faced the fiercest vexation by the tyrants of Quraysh — Abu Jahl and his ilk -
and similarly that He uttered this supplication at the Battle of al-Fath

(12) Sunan al-Nisa'i: vol.8 p33. See Makarim al-Akhlaq p17 Chapter 1 Para 2
(13) Abu Sufyan waged many wars against the prophet and masterminded

many attacks and assassination attempts against the prophet Muhammad.

(14) Hind - the wife of Abu Sufyan —
encouraged the leaders of Quraysh in their military campaigns against the
prophet Muhammad. In the course of the battle of Uhud. Hind is famous for
ordering the prophet’s loyal and devout uncle - Hamzah - to be killed as a

instigated. enticed. and proactively

main target in particular. After his killing. Hind order the body of Hamzah to be
mutilated. had his liver to be cut up. and then Hind ate Hamzah's liver there and
then.

(15) Bihar al-Anwar vol. 21 p105 Chapter 26

(16) The Holy Qur'an. Joseph (12):92

(17) See Bihar al-Anwar vol. 21 p104 Chapter 26. Abu Sufyan’s home was in
the highest part of Mecca and Hakim ibn Hazzam's home was in the lowest
part of Mecca. They were the chiefs of the pagans and became Muslims on the
day that Mecca was conquered.

(18) Ilam al-Wara p108 al-Rukn al-Awwal Chapter 4
(19) al-Kafi vol. 2 p108 hadith 9
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blessings upon him and his pure family) was his ® If the people of Mecca had been in the Islamic army’s

dealings with the people of the city of Mecca.

The unbelievers who falsely attributed partners to
. In fact the people of Mecca had already carried out a

Allah...

People of stubbornness. denial. and bigoted tribalism... f
: retaliation before even committing the “crime”; so just
- imagine what the people of Mecca would have done if

People of mischief and oppression...
People of cruelty and ruthlessness...

Those who killed his companions, helpers and relatives :
- The People of Mecca would definitely have destroyed
Those who forced him (Allah’s peace and blessings :
upon him and his pure family) out of the place of his :
birth. the land of Allah. the land of his forefathers. the :
- blessings upon him and his pure family). Messenger
Those who inflicted all manners of torture on the -
- humanity and messenger of Islam had the strongest
Those who plotted to kill him (Allah’s peace and -
blessings upon him and his pure family) on a number :
- distinction in the history of Islam and of humanity and

in NUMEerous wars...

place of his worship for half a century...

Muhajirun and killed many of them...

of occasions. all of them ending in failure...

Those who used all manners of iniquity and brutality
in their dealings with the Prophet (Allah’s peace and :
blessings upon him and his pure family) and with his :
the Faithful. peace be upon him. to carry the banner,
Those...whom the Prophet (Allah’s peace and blessings
upon him and his pure family) came to conquer. and :
- of the other call.

companions...

over whom he gained victory...

Can you imagine what another person would do in the -

Prophet’s position (Allah’s peace and blessings upon :

- "Today is the day of mercy. Today women will be

- protected.”

Those present were the actual perpetrators of :

.and -
- do to you?”

him and his pure family)?
He would have carried out a terrible massacre...

persecution. not their children; Abu Sufyan®
Hind . their ilk; men and women.

However, during the conquest of Mecca when Sa'ad :
ibn ‘Ibadah carried the banner and began to walk :
around the streets of Mecca. waving the banner and :
- and his pure family). said; “I say to you as my brother

calling out;

“Today. is the day of slaughter, Today the women will
. [There shall be no reproof against you](®

taken as slaves (9"

.. by which he meant: we will kill so many of the people
of Mecca that the corpses and flesh of the dead will pile :
up one on top of the other and beside each other.and :
- He then said. “O people: whoever says there is no god

we will take the women as enemy unbeliever slaves.

The people of Mecca expected this sort of action from :
an army the members of which had been expelled from -
Mecca for so many years. which had been tortured by -
those same people of Mecca and had had what was -
sacred to them as well as their property and their -
® Whoever enters the house of Hakim ibn Hazzam is

dignity walked all over by those very people.

. place and if they had been the victors over the Muslims.

they would have done worse than that to them.

massacre and taken women as slaves in pre-emptive

they had the right to retaliate?

the Muslims had they been in the Muslims’ place and
had the situation been reversed...
However. the Messenger of Allah (Allah’s peace and

of mercy. messenger of forgiveness. messenger for

aversion to that.
On the contrary. the prophet recorded a point of

ordered the companion who had called out to come
back...
The prophet ordered Imam Ali. the Commander of

to enter Mecca calmly and gently and call out tenderly
and courteously to the people of Mecca - the opposite

Imam Ali. peace be upon him. called out repeatedly in
the streets of Mecca:

Then the Prophet gathered the people of Mecca and
called out to them, “What do you think | am going to

They said. “You are going to do us good! You are a kind
brother, and the son of a kind brother.”
The prophet (Allah’s peace and blessings upon him

Yusuf said:

The prophet (Allah’s peace and blessings upon him
and his pure family) then addressed them by saying.
“Go forth. You are free.”

but Allah is safe...

Whoever enters the Ka‘'abah is safe...

Whoever closes his door and stays his hand is safe...
Whoever throws away his weapon is safe...

Whoever enters the house of Abu Sufyan is safe...
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History reveals to us the great forgiveness shown by ® Oh Allah Guide My People

the Messenger of Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings :
- upon him and his pure family) by the polytheists grew
The Prophet (Allah’s peace and blessings upon him :
and his pure family) set the best example of the
forgiveness of Islam. and made everyone understand :
that Islam came along wanting the best for everyone -
for its devotees and its enemies alike. It is not a religion
which bears a grudge against anyone nor do some of -
its strict practices stem from cruelty or rancour. They :
merely stem from a spirit of applying justice to all. Here :
- so that Allah might inflict on them His punishment in
With Ghawrath ibn Harith On the occasion of one -
of his campaigns. the Prophet (Allah’s peace and -
blessings upon him and his pure family) had sat down :
on his own under the shade of a tree far away from his :
companions after a flash flood distanced him (Allah’s :
peace and blessings upon him and his pure family) :
© was sentas an inviter [to Allah] and a Blessing. Oh Allah.
Ghawrath ibn Harith came to him and stood over the :
Prophet (Allah’s peace and blessings upon him and his :
pure family) with his sword drawn. his hand lifted to
the Prophet (Allah’s peace and blessings upon him and
his pure family) and shouted at him. “Who is protecting :
- the prophet’s mantle so violently that the edge of the
- mantle caught the skin on his neck leaving marks on
The sword fell out of his hand. The Prophet (Allah’s :
peace and blessings upon him and his pure family) -
rushed to the sword. took it and lifted it over Ghawrath -
and said to him. “What is protecting you from me now, -
- The Prophet (Allah’s peace and blessings upon him
- and his pure family) remained silent for a moment and
The Prophet (Allah’s peace and blessings upon him :
- slave” he then said. “Will there be retaliation against
He went to his people and said to them. “I swear by :
© He said. “No.”

upon him and his pure family) towards his enemies?

are some examples.

from them.

you from me. Muhammad?”
The prophet replied. “Allah.”

Ghawrath?”
He replied. “Your forgiveness. Accept my apology.”

and his pure family) left him and forgave him.

Allah I have come to you from the best of people(?.”

Does history record anything like this story about any :
He said. “Because you forgive and pardon and do not
- confront a bad deed with another bad deed.”

maliciously and insolently wanting to kill the Prophet :
(Allah’s peace and blessings upon him and his pure :
family); his power is taken away from him against his :
will; the Prophet (Allah’s peace and blessings upon him -
and his pure family) takes hold of the sword...and then :
- people around Islam and attracted various groups and
This is the forgiveness of Islam which is embodied in -
the Messenger of Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings -
® Amongst his great forgiveness (Allah’s peace and

of the greats?
An enemy on the road to war brandishing his sword.

forgives Him?

upon him and his pure family).

The vexation of the Prophet (Allah’s peace and blessings

fiercer at the Battle of Uhud when they killed his uncle
Hamzah and mutilated his noble body. cutting out his
liver. cutting off his fingers and toes and cutting off his
nose and ears, all manner of things were done to him.,
and dozens of Muslims were killed...

Some companions approached Prophet (Allah’s peace
and blessings upon him and his pure family) and
suggested that he supplicates against the polytheists

the same way as He used to punish the unbelievers
among people of yore upon the supplication of their
Prophets against them...

However. he is the Prophet of mercy. and his was a
policy of great forgiveness. He refrained from doing so
and said. “I was not sent as a curser. On the contrary. |

guide my people for they know not.”

Forgiving the Bedouin Man

A Bedouin man came to the Prophet (Allah’s peace and
blessings upon him and his pure family) while he had
a mantle over his shoulders. The Bedouin man pulled

it. He said extremely roughly. “Load up some of Allah’s
money which is at your disposal onto these two camels
of mine. You would not be loading me up with your
own money or your father's money...”

then he said. “The money is Allah’s money and | am His
you. Bedouin. for what you have done to me?”

He asked. “Why?”

The Prophet (Allah’s peace and blessings upon him
and his pure family) laughed. He then ordered that
wheat be loaded up onto one of the camels and dates
onto the other'?,

With forgiveness like this the Prophet gathered

members of a number of religions and moral codes.
You Are Free
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Husayn uttered his famous words:

side] to strike”).”

He was the one who advanced in the face of every
- his pure family) was always alert and always aware of

terror, every vicissitude and every horror.

That spread courage among the Muslims; for the :
boldness of a courageous leader makes the masses :
- The Muslims come along and arrive at that place after
- the Messenger of Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings
Sheikh Tabrasi reports in Makarim al-Akhlag that Anas -
ibn Malik said. “There was terror in Medina and so the :
Prophet (Allah’s peace and blessings upon him and his :
pure family) mounted one of Abu Talhah's horses and :
said. “We saw nothing. though we discoveredittobe a :
- family) should do nothing other than take that as their
In another narration of this hadith Anas said, “The :

courageous too and with boldness, steadfastness and
forbearance.

fleet-footed horse®.”

Messenger of Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings upon

him and his pure family) was the best. most courageous
- Nations look at their leaders. and. in their political
He continued: “The people of Medina were terrified :
- Courageous leaders breed a courageous nation and
- the opposite kind breeds the opposite.

and most generous person.”

one night and they rushed out towards the noise.
He said: The Messenger of Allah (Allah’s peace and

blessings upon him and his pure family) met them. he :

IS
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® had gone on ahead of them. while saying; “Do not be
"The Messenger of Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings :
upon him and his pure family) would not encounter :
a single squadron except that he was the first [of his :
© What can be gathered from this is that the Messenger

afraid.” He was on one of Abu Talhah's horses and a
sword was slung around his neck. “Do not be afraid. We
found outthatitwasahorse.” or."Itis a very fasthorse®.”

of Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings upon him and

everything that went on around him, as can be seen
from the fact that he was the first to arrive at the scene.

upon him and his pure family). This is the courageous
policy. which history rarely mentions anything like it in
relation to leaders and chiefs.

Leaders of the Muslims who follow the Messenger
(Allah’s peace and blessings upon him and his pure

code of practice; by which they become known. so

: that Muslims might be assured of reaching the goal in

their long and thorny political journey.

life. they crystallise in the image of their leaders.

The great policy of forgiveness
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The Messenger of Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings ® and his pure family) was the bravest person that day®.”

upon him and his pure family) delivered the finest :
example of his policy of courage which knew no :
: him and his pure family). allowing the polytheists to

cowardice or negligence.

It was the Commander of the Faithful. Ali. peace be
upon him. - the brave one who was not. has not and :
shall not ever be surpassed who used to say.”l swear by :
Allah that even if all the Arabs were to unite together :
- of the Faithful. Ali. peace be upon him. who remained
- steadfast and defended him in that terrifying situation.

against me | shall not run away from the battlefield®."-
declares:

“When the fighting became fierce and fear became :
vehement. we would seek the protection of the -
Messenger of Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings upon *
- with outstanding courage and said. “l am the Prophet.

him and his pure family) and stay close to him®@”.

In another hadith Imam Ali. peace be upon him, states: :
“If the war became fierce we would stay close to the :
Messenger of Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings upon :
him and his pure family). There was no one closer to :
: to any one. and the Messenger was calling ye from
Citing the occasion of the battle of Badr. Imam Ali.
- (your) sorrow; so that ye might not grieve at what had
- escaped ye. nor (at) what befell ye; and Allah is aware
- of what ye do® ]

the enemy than he®.”

peace be upon him, states:
“You saw me on the day of Badr when we were staying
close to the Prophet (Allah’s peace and blessings upon

him and his pure family) who was the closestamong us
to theenemy.He (Allah’s peace and blessings upon him -
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During the Battle of Hunayn. most of his companions
deserted the prophet (Allah’s peace and blessings upon

draw near to the Messenger of Allah (Allah’s peace and
blessings upon him and his pure family). They wanted
to reach him and kill him (Allah’s peace and blessings
upon him and his pure family). It was the Commander

In such dire straits as these in which the courageous
had fled. the Prophet (Allah’s peace and blessings upon
him and his pure family) rushed into the battlefield

Thatis no lie. | am the son of Abd al-Muttalib®."
Almighty Allah revealed many verses about that in the
Holy Qur'an including His saying:

[When ye ran off precipitately and did not pay attention

your rear, so He rewarded ye another sorrow on top of

The Prophet (Allah’s peace and blessings upon him
and his pure family) is the one about whom ‘Imran ibn
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