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in the squares of European cities, because
he kept Ali ibn Abu Talib 3busy with internal
conflicts, leaving Ali no time to spread Islam
throughout the world. Otherwise, there would
not be a single non-Muslim on the face of the
earth today.4

And matters such as this con only be ad-
dressed by such eminent fugaha (Islamic
scholars).

As for this book, it is the closest thing there
is to an overview of this great wide open ex-
panse and an index summary of this subject
area.

Allah is beseeched for granting Muslims
the success to have an objective and com-
prehensive understanding of the politics of
Islam, and its application to the whole world,
so that Muslims and non Muslims alike can
be blessed with Islam and its wise and rightly
guided policies, thus putting into effect the
Almighty’s saying:

[And if the people of the cities had believed
(in Allah) and guarded (against evil) We would
certainly have opened up for them blessings
from the heaven and the earth.]5

And what He who is Powerful said about the
People of the Scripture:

[If they had observed the Torah and the
Gospel and that which was revealed unto
them from their Lord, they would surely have
been nourished from above them and from
beneath their feet.]6

And that is no great matter for Allah. He is
the Benefactor and the Most Excellent Dis-
poser of Affairs.

Sadig Mahdi al-Husayni al-Shirazi

The Holy month of Rajab 1386 Hijri (circa
1965CE)

Tal-Mugni‘ah, p205.
2 Abu Sufian was the leading adversaries and oppo-
nents of the prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him and
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his pure family, who orchestrated opposition campaigns
against the prophet while the latter was in Mecca, and
who waged wars against him when the prophet migrated
to Medina. Abu Sufian’s wife Hind rivalled her husband in
her animosity and hatred of the prophet, and she proac-
tively incited others to fight the prophet, to the extent that at
the battle of Uhud, she ordered the target killing of Hamza,
the prophet’s loyal uncle, and she had Hamza cut up and
ate his liver raw. Mu‘awiyah, the son of this couple did not
let them down and followed suit on their foot steps in his
unquestioned loathing of the prophet, his mission, and his
divinely appointed successors who had been assigned to
continue the prophetic mission.

3 On specific instructions from Allah Aimighty, Prophet
Muhammad, peace be upon him and his pure family, ap-
pointed twelve successors to lead the nation after him, over
time, until the day of resurrection. The prophet confirmed
that only these twelve would have the necessary qualities
to enable them to lead the nation after him. The prophet
Muhammad spared no effort to elaborate on and explain
the merits of his successors. Similarly the prophet, on nu-
merous occasions, used to stress on the number of his
divinely-appointed rightful successors being twelve. The
first of them those twelve was Imam Ali ibn Abu Talib. In
an unprecedented move, after the farewell pilgrimage, and
before the masses headed home in different directions, the
prophet Muhammad ordered all to gather at location called
Ghadir Khum. More than 120,000 people — some reports
put the figure at 180,000 — assembled at Ghadir Khum lake-
side to hear what the prophet had to say. After delivering an
unprecedented sermon which lasted more than an hour,
Allah’s final messenger formally appointed Imam Ali as his
first successor and the leader of the nation after him. The
prophet then declared it as their duty before Allah and His
Messenger to pay allegiance to Imam Ali as the Successor
of Allah’s Messenger, and the Commander of the Faithful.
Thereafter, the people present at the lakeside came, one-
by-one, to shake hand with Imam Ali, peace be upon him,
and give allegiance to him as the Successor of Allah’s Mes-
senger and the Commander of the Faithful. This took three
days and nights accomplish.

4 Mahmud Abu Rayyah, “Shaykh al-Mudira Abu Hurayra
al-Dusi” citing from “al-Wahy al-Muhammadi”, p232.

5 The Holy Qur'an, The Heights (7): 96

6 The Holy Qur'an, Table Spread (5): 66
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the materialistic politics; but Islam is what
makes the impossible possible.

Not just [theoretically] possible ... rather
the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him
and his pure family, and the Commander of
the Faithful, peace be upon him, indeed put
it into practice.

This vast horizon known as “the politics of
Islam” requires thorough research on it, run-
ning into several large volumes, to cover the
following:

First: All aspects of the history of the Mes-
senger of Allah and the history of the pure
progeny from his Household whom the Mes-
senger upon Allah’s command appointed
them as “politicians of the servants and pil-
lars of the lands.”1

Second: Analysis of this great and rich his-
tory, study of its circumstances, background,
truths, facts, and dimensions ...

Third: holding our situation today up against
this history to learn from its turning points and
to observe the differences between that day
and today.

Fourth: Choosing the best from then and
now ... and so on.

Fifth: drawing on profound experience from
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the Qur>an and Hadith, sira (teachings and
way of life of the prophet) and history.

This is what we hope Almighty Allah will
grant a group of our great fugaha the success
to accomplish, scholars who are character-
ized by accuracy, depth, and complete objec-
tivity, not deviating from the truth by playing
favourites with one or the other. This is what
qualifies them for this great and serious task
—to present a clear, living, authentic picture of
the politics and philosophy of Islam, its hori-
zons and reality, so that its beauty and great-
ness can be seen manifestly... all that, to be a
bond between the hearts of the believers and
reinforcement of their ideas in all aspects of
Islam, while it being a powerful incentive for
the non-Muslims to embrace Islam ... just as
both [the philosophy and incentive] prevailed
when Islam began, and what worried all non-
Muslims in the world that they would see an
immediate stop to their history, thoughts and
ideas to such an extent that it prompted one
of the non-Muslim priests to say to one of the
Muslim ulema words to the effect that:

Non-Muslims throughout history owe such
a great debt to Mu‘awiyah ibn Abu Sufian2
that they ought to erect statues of him in gold

2 V47V 30xdll93/ ey OA




Politics

|s at the very heart of Islam

Auther: Grand Ayatullah Sayed Sadiq Hossaini Shirazi "pamazillan"

Author’s introduction

Praise be to Allah alone.

Blessings be upon him after whom there is
no other prophet and upon his sinless vice-
gerents whom Allah appointed as rulers over
His earth after His Prophet.

Peace be upon the trustworthy ulema (reli-
gious scholars); the deputies of the final of the
awsiya’ (divinely-appointed successors) may
Allah hasten his noble reappearance, whom
the infallible leadership appointed as:

The Judges,

The Rulers,

and the Proof ...

Politics is an enormous subject with many
facets and is a wide deep sea the bottom of
which and the edges of which are reached by
oh so few ...

It is the way to manage people’s affairs in
times of war and peace, dealing and trading,
hard times and prosperity, unity and discord,
and so on.

If we realise that just as people differ in
form, colour and language ... they also differ
in taste, intellect and feelings, . . . and differ in
their level of understanding, awareness and
analysis, . . . differ in their backgrounds, their

04 2 \i\"\}i_,\_a_5ﬂ9;>/;_._q~)

views and the things they take for granted.

And as such, there is no trust among the
youth in the way the old think.

There is no trust among the old in the ro-
bustness of the young.

It is at this point that fancies, tendencies and
trends each have a part to play; ranging from
envy to aspiration, competing over advance-
ment and many, many, many other things ...

Given all this, we can open a small window
or an aperture between our minds and the
world of politics with its vast and wide open
subject matter ...

All of this is in the purely materialistic poli-
cies as employed by most politicians in the
world today, in the west, east and everywhere
else.

However, Islamic politics is based on man-
aging people in all their materialistic and spiri-
tual affairs; in addition to complete commit-
ment to justice and charity, virtue and high
morals, humanitarianism and benevolent
emotions, and integrity of thought and belief
in all roles and at all levels. This mix of mate-
rial and spiritual in all dimensions is for both
of them.

This is within the realm of impossibility in
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