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Jamil: Recommended?

Jawad: Yes, and it is highly, highly recommended.

Jamil: Is there a Hadith which demonstrates it is recommended
to visit the grave of the Prophet (peace be upon him and his family)
and the graves of the righteous ones?

Jawad: Yes, there are many narrations, in addition to the action
of the Prophet himself and the ongoing tradition of Muslims since
the dawn of Islam and until today.

Jamil: Please mention some of them.

Jawad:

1- It has been narrated in the Sahih that the Prophet (peace be
upon him and his family) visited the martyrs of Uhud.

2- It has also been narrated that he visited those at the cemetery
of Baqi'.

3- Abu Huraira narrates in Sunan Al-Nisa'i, Sunan Ibn Maja
and Thya' Al-Uloom, that “the Prophet (peace be upon him and
his family) said: Visit the graves, for they remind you of the
Hereafter.”

4- In the same book Abu Huraira narrates, “The Prophet (peace
be upon him and his family) visited his mother's grave, so he cried
and made those around him cry. Then he said: Visit the graves
since they remind you of the Hereafter.”

5-There is a section in all books of Hadith including the Sahihs
and Sunans which addresses how to visit the dead ones. Amongst
those are Hadiths which state that the one who intends to visit the
graves at the Baqi' should say this when he reaches there: “Peace
be upon you Oh believing and Muslim inhabitants...”

This is all about the desirability of visiting the righteous ones
and the believers, and how important it is to do so. But as for
visiting specifically the grave of the Prophet (peace be upon and
his family) there are many narrations. I'll mention a few here:

1- Al-Dar Qatni, Al-Ghazali and Al-Bayhaqi, amongst
others, have narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon him and his
family) said, “The one who visits me will certainly achieve my
intercession.”

2- It has also been narrated that the Prophet said, “The one
who visits me in Medina, I shall intercede for him and be a witness
for him on the Day of Judgment.”

3- Nafai' narrates from Ibn Omar, who narrates from the
Prophet (peace be upon him and his family) saying, “The one who
performs the Hajj but does not visit me has abandoned me.”

4- Abu Huraira narrates the Prophet (peace be upon him and
his family) said, “Visiting me after my death is like visiting me
while I'm alive.”

5- Ibn Abbas narrates the Prophet (peace be upon him and his
family) said, “The one who performs the Hajj and visits me in my
Mosque will achieve two accepted Hajjs.”

There are many other Hadiths which demonstrate how highly
it is recommended to visit the grave of the Prophet (peace be upon
him and his family) and the graves of the righteous ones.

Doesn't the Prophet's phrase “has abandoned me” demonstrate
how highly recommended it is to visit him?

Doesn't his phrase “will certainly achieve my intercession”
prove how significant it is?

Doesn't his statement “Visit the graves for they remind you of
the Hereafter” considered a command? Even if we say it is not a
mandatory order, isn't it at least a highly recommended order?

Jamil: In which books are these Hadiths mentioned?

Visiting the Graves

Jawad: Books of Hadith are saturated with such narrations and
others as well. Simply refer to them and you will come across
copious Hadiths.

Jamil: Till now, I have not seen nor heard a single of the these
Hadiths.

Jawad: Have you read Sahih Al-Bukhari?

Jamil: I currently don't have it.

Jawad: Have you read Sahih Muslim?

Jamil: My late grandfather had it, but my uncle took it when
he died.

Jawad: Have you read Sunan Al-Nisa'i?

Jamil: What is it?

Jawad: It is a book of Hadith.

Jamil: No, I haven't seen it.

Jawad: Then what books of Hadith have you read?

Jamil: Pardon me, but I'm a student studying at the college
of Medicine. I've very diligent in my studies so I can achieve
success, thus I haven't had the opportunity to read books of Hadith
although I would love to do so.

Jawad: If you haven't read a single Hadith, nor have you opened
a book of Hadith, then how can you deny visiting the Prophet's
grave (peace be upon him and his family) and the grave of the
Imams (peace be upon them)? How could you do that without
having a background in Hadith?

Now on what basis did you claim that visiting the graves is
Shirk?

Jamil: All that I ever heard from my father, grandfather, and
friends about the act of visiting the graves was a condemnation
of it. All I heard them was slandering those who visit the graves.
Never did I hear about even one of those Hadiths which you
mentioned.

Jawad: It is incumbent on every person to search for the
truth in order to arrive at it instead of believing everything that
is said around him. Those around him may be mistaken in their
beliefs, and thus he must study the truth himself, read the truth
himself, and see what is in the books himself. That way, he will
arrive at a belief that will satisfy Allah, and that way his actions
and words will please Allah.

Jamil: Now I believe that visiting the Prophet's grave (peace be
upon him and his family) is recommended, and so is the visiting
of the Imam's graves as well as the righteous ones recommended
too.

Jawad: I have a request from you.

Jamil: Go ahead.

Jawad: I truly request from you not to ignorantly follow
everything that you hear. Do not submit to the beliefs that
surround you without doing proper research and searching for the
truth yourself. If you do that you will achieve salvation.

Jamil: I plan on following what you said in the future because
I realized, through Islamic proofs, that it is recommended to visit
the graves--and that's after firmly believing that it is Shirk. I also
realized that I must do my own research.

And first thing I'll do is discuss this topic with my father, since
he was the sole reason why I had such a belief. Hopefully I can
succeed in guiding him.

Jawad: Thank you.

Jamil: I thank you for your guidance.
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Jamil: What is this chaos you Shias have created for yourselves
without a reason?

Jawad: What chaos?

Jamil: You visit the grave of the Prophet (peace be upon him
and his family), the graves of your Imams, and the graves of the
righteous.

Jawad: And what's wrong with that?

Jamil: It is prohibited and it is a form of polytheism.

Jawad: Oh Jamil! Are you like those ignorant ones who believe
whatever they hear?

I really didn't expect someone like you who is educated and
understanding to be so radical without any basis or proof. I used to
give you value - and I still do - because you have this spirit which
searches for the truth and accepts it.

Jamil: Was what I said radical and extreme?

Jawad: Yes, of course.

Jamil: Why do you say that?

Jawad: Now let's put the topic of visiting the graves on the
table and discuss it to see who is on the right path and who's not.

Jamil: I'm ready, since I'm certain that visiting the graves is
Shirk (polytheism).

Jawad: On what basis do you say it's Shirk?

Jamil: Because it's similar to the way the pagans worship their
idols.

Jawad: And that's why it's considered Shirk?

Jamil: Yes...visiting is worshiping the grave, just as the pagans
worship their idols.

Jawad: So visiting them is what made it Shirk?

Jamil: Yes.

Jawad: Then all Muslims, without an exception, are pagans
(polytheists). In fact, no person in the world exists who is not a
pagan, and even you are a polytheist!

Jamil: How so?

Jawad: Have you been to the Hajj (pilgrimage)?

Jamil: Yes by the grace of God.

Jawad: Have you prayed in Masjid Al-Haram (Grand
Mosque)?

Jamil: Yes by the grace of God.

Jawad: Have you seen how the Muslims surround
the Kaaba during the times of prayer...such that if one is standing
to the west of the Kaaba he turns his back to the west and faces the
Kaaba, the one to its north turns his back to it and faces the Kaaba,
the one to its south turns his back to it and faces the Kaaba, and the
one to the east of the Kaaba turns his back to the east and faces it.
No matter where they stand, they face the Kaaba to pray, bow and
prostrate. How you seen that?

Jamil: Yes I've seen that, and I used to do that at the time of
prayer. Wherever I would be standing in the mosque, I would face

the Kaaba because prayer is invalid if one doesn't face the Kaaba
while performing it.

Jawad: So basically all the Muslims are pagans, and you're a
pagan as well.

Jamil: Why?!

That's because when you face the Kaaba while praying is just
like the pagans facing their idols while worshiping them. The only
difference is that the pagans while worshiping face the idols they
have created with their hands, and while praying you face a house
that has been built with bricks.

Jamil: There is a big difference between me facing the Kaaba
while praying and the pagans facing their idols while worshiping
them.

Jawad: What's the difference?

Jamil: Because when I face the Kaaba while praying I do not
consider it an idol that I worship besides Allah--God forbid. The
same with all other Muslims. They don't face the Kaaba considering
it an idol or a god. We simply face the Kaaba because Allah has
ordered us to do so. But as for the idol worshipers, when they face
their idols while worshiping them, they consider them to be gods
besides Allah. Thus, they turn to their idols by their hearts while
worshiping them, but we Muslims turn our hears to Allah while
praying. That's why the pagans are clearly polytheists!

But what they do is far from what we do when we face the
Kaaba while praying. The difference is big between us!

Jawad: So the mere resemblance is not considered Shirk,
otherwise what you do is Shirk because it is similar to what the
pagans do. What made the actions of the pagans Shirk is the fact
that they turned to their idols with their hearts, not their physical
act itself. And what made your action valid and not Shirk is the
fact that you did not intend to worship the Kaaba itself while
facing it during prayer.

Jamil: That's correct.

Jawad: We Shias, along with other Muslims, don't intend to
worship the Prophet, Imams or other righteous ones when we visit
their graves. And simply because visiting the graves is similar
to the idol-worshiping of the pagans (assuming there is such a
similarity), it doesn't mean it is Shirk if we don't intend to worship
those in the grave.

As one holy Hadith states, “Actions are based on intentions.”

The same action can be shirk if it is intended to be worshiping
other than Allah, and it can be perfectly fine if there is no such
intention.

As an example, if you were to pray in a place where there is
an idol in front of you, if you intend to worship the idol by your
prayer, your prayer will be considered Shirk. But if you intend to
worship Allah, not the idol, through this prayer, your prayer will
be correct and permissible, and it won't amount to polytheism.

Jamil: (After contemplating the matter deeply) That's all
correct.

I ask Allah to always keep you supporting us when my
misconceptions hide the truth from me. However, now I would
like to ask you a question and learn from you.

Jawad: Go ahead.

Jamil: I realize now that visiting the graves is not prohibited
and it is permissible, but what's the reason why you Shias place
such a great emphasis on visiting the graves?

Jawad: Because it is highly recommended.
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