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valid and are not accepted. Prayer having all crite-
ria of correctness is usually accepted by God, but
sometimes it is not accepted, so no reward will
be given to it, a valid prayer on the soil of Imam
Husayn will be accepted and will have additional
reward. As a result, acceptance of the prayer is
one matter and its correctness is another matter.

Sami: Is the soil of Karbala superior to other
kinds of soil even the soil of Mecca and Medina?
And is prostration on Karbala’s soil is greater and
better than prostration on theirs?

‘Ali: What is the problem in your opinion? Why
not?

Sami: Are the virtues of the earth of Mecca,
containing the Holy Shrine from the time of Adam
and the earth of Medina, having the pure body of
the Holy Prophet (PBUH) less than the earth of
Karbala? Is Imam Husayn greater than his grand-
father?

This issue is incredible and unbelievable.

‘Ali: No, it is not true. The virtue and greatness
of Imam Husayn are under the light of the Holy
Prophet, and his honor is derived from the Proph-
et’s honor. As regards, Imam Husayn gained this
honor and virtue by stepping in to the religion of
his grandfather and being martyred in this path.

Yes, the status of Imam Husayn is a shadow
of the Holy Messenger’s status; but inasmuch as
he, his family and his companions scarified them-
selves for preserving Islam, strengthening its prin-
ciples and protecting it from the enemies’ plots,
he could be endowed with divine providence and
gain three divine blessings:

1. Answer of the prayer in his holy shine.

2. Imams were from his progeny

3. Healing has been made in his soil 2.

In view of the fact that he was slaughtered in
the worst form in the path of perpetuating the
Islamic religion, and his wife and daughters were
captured, his companions were killed in the battle
field, and he tolerated every hardship in order to
defend and protect Islam, God accordingly offered
superior status to the soil of Imam Husayn.

Now, with this self-sacrifice, do you see any
problem with his superiority?

Or is respecting the soil of Karbala a means to
know Imam Husayn greater than the Holy Proph-
et of Islam?

The truth is against this assumption. Respect-
ing the soil of Imam Husayn is not to worship

him; rather, showing respecting for him is meant
to worship Allah and to honor his Prophet.

Sami: Your statement is completely true. Before
this discussion, I thought that you count Imam
Husayn greater than the Holy Prophet, but now, I
understood the reality, and I thank you for giving
this useful information. From now on, I will carry
the sacred soil of Karbala and I will abstain from
prostrating on carpet and minerals.

‘Ali: T would like to acquaint you with the base-
less and false charges that the enemies claim
against us; the enemies who are not Muslim but
are the enemy of all Muslims. From this time, you
shouldn’t accept anything you hear against Shi-
ite thought and beliefs, and you should follow the
truth for ever.

This is my only request from you.

1. Sahih Bukhari, vol 1, page 128, hadith 328: The earth has been made
for me a place of prostration and a means of purification

Sahih Moslem, vol 2, page 9: The earth has been made for me a place of
prostration and a means of purification; Sunan al-Tirmidhi, vol 2, p 131,
part 36, tradition 317: all earth is made for me the place of prostration
except the grave and the bathroom, Sheykh Sadug, Man la Yahdaruhu
al-Faqih, vol 1, p 1555, part 38, tradition 1: The places in which prayer is
permissible and the places in which prayer is not permissible, Sheykh Hurr
Amoli, Wasa'il al- Shi‘ah, vol 2, p 969-970, tradition 2.

2. Shar™ al-Islam, Muhaqqiq al-Hilli, vol 1, the discussion of prostration
recommendations.

3. In a narration by the Holy Prophet of Islam, it is related: My son Imam
Husayn will be buried in a land called Karbala. This part of the earth is the
empyrean of Islam where God saved the companions of Nuh from storm.
Imam Bagher said: Ghadhiriyah (the other name of Karbala) is the place
that Moses, son of Imran, spoke with God and Nuh prayed to God, so this
land is the dearest land with God.

If it was not the same, God would not make the sons of His prophets to
settle there. (Two hundred prophets and two hundred of their successors
met Allah there).

Then, visit our graves in Ghadhiriyah. Twenty four thousand years before
building Kaaba and securing it, God made Karbala safe and blessed. The
earth of Karbala and the water of Forat are the first things which God made
them sacred and blessed. (Look at Kamil al-Ziyarat, Ebn Ghoolooyah Jafar
Ibn Mohammed Qomi: born on 368th lunar year, p. 4444, part 88, virtue
of Karbala)

Moreover, according to Ala’ Ibn ‘Aseh, Ra’s al-Jalut narrated from his father
that whenever I arrived Karbala, I urged my mule and hurriedly exited
from Karbala.

I asked him: why?

He answered: we had in our conversation that a prophetic son will be killed
in this land and due to the fact that I was frightened from being that per-
son, I hastily passed there. While Imam Husayn was killed, we said: that
was the incident that we talked.

My father said: whenever I passed through Karbala, I slowly moved. (look
at Tarikh Tabari, vol 5, p. 393, incidents of 60th Lunar year; Al-Kamil Fi
Tarikh, vol 4, p. 40, incidents of 61st year lunar year)

4, Tt is said in Mesbah al-Motehajid, p. 734: Moaviyah Ibn ‘Ammar narrated
that Imam Sadigh (PBUH) had a yellow silk cloth in which he kept some
soil of Imam Husayn. At the time of prayer he put the soil in his Sajadah
and prostrated on it and said: Prostration on the soil of Imam Husayn tears
trough the seven veils.

5. Al-Kamil al-Ziyarat, p. 274
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tion and a means of purification? .

Hence, prostration upon pure earth is certainly
correct and all Islamic schools of thought agree on
it. Based on this agreement, prostration on pure
dust is permissible and we prostrate on it.

Sami: How could Muslims conclude that pros-
tration must be on earth?

‘Ali: Did the mosque include carpets when the
Holy Prophet (PBUH) entered Medina and built a
mosque?

Sami: No, the Mosque was not carpeted.

‘Ali: Then, on what did the Holy Prophet (PBUH)
and other companions prostrate?

Sami: On the ground covered with dust.

‘Ali: Therefore, the Holy Prophet (PBUH) used to
pray all his canonical prayers on the earth, and the
Muslims during the Prophet’s time and later would
also prostrate on earth as well. Hence, prostration
on earth is certainly correct, since by following the
Holy Messenger of Allah, we prostrate on dust and
our prayer is doubtlessly correct.

Sami: Why don’t you (Shi‘ah) prostrate on oth-
er parts of the earth and restrict yourselves to
prostrating on a piece of clay that you carry with
you?

‘Ali: T have two responses for your question.

1. In the view of Shiism, prostration on all parts
of the earth including dust or stone is valid.

2. Purity of the earth is one of the criteria for
the validity of the prayer. Prostration on impure
earth or dust in not permissible, so we carry a
small stone of dried mud in order to prostrate and
pray on this pure dust. Of course, it is permissible
to prostrate on the earth or dust which we are not
certain is impure.

Sami: If you prostrate with such conditions,
why don’t you carry some dust with you?

‘Ali: Carrying dust causes our clothes to become
dirty, so we mix it with some water and then let it
dry; thereby, we abstain from soiling the clothes.

On the other hand, prostration on a piece dried
of mud brings about greater humbleness towards
God, since prostration is the highest level of hu-
mility and is permitted only to God.

Furthermore, if the aim of prostration is sub-
mission and humility before God, undoubtedly, it
is better to prostrate on a thing that shows more
humility.

For instance, it is recommended to have the
position of prostration lower than the place of

hands and legs in prayer 2, because in this man-
ner, prostration will be a sign of more humility be-
fore God.

Also, it is recommended to place the nose on
the earth during the prostration as it is a sign of
humility towards the Almighty God.

Accordingly, prostration on a piece of dried mud
is one of the things which are allowed, since in
this way, the most honored part of the body, the
forehead, is put on the earth, which is a sign of a
human being’s humility and submission towards
Allah.

If someone puts his forehead on expensive
things such as expensive carpets, and minerals
like gold, silver, or clothes, perhaps one’s humil-
ity will be reduced or he would not feel humility
towards of Allah.

In accordance with the aforesaid issues, is it
polytheism to prostrate on anything that increases
a human’s humility towards the Creator?

Is prostration on something that eliminates a
human'’s arrogance as a means of nearness to-
wards the Almighty God invalid?

This kind of opinion is incorrect and unjust.

Sami: There are writings carved on your pieces
of clay. What are these writings?

‘Ali: Not all pieces of clay have writings. Some
of them don't have anything carved or written on.
But indeed, some writings that have been carved
on some of them show that they are made from
the soil of Karbala 3.

In your opinion, is it polytheism? Or does this
writing prevent prostration on it?

No, not at all.

Sami: what is the characteristic of the clay or
stone made of the soil of Karbala that most Shi‘ahs
prefer to prostrate on it?

‘Ali: In this regard, a tradition has been nar-
rated: prostration on the soil of Husayn (PBUH)
tears trough the seven veils? .

The meaning of this tradition is that prostration
on this piece of clay brings about acceptance and
ascent of the prayer towards the Almighty God;
indeed, this characteristic is the reason of superi-
ority of the soil of Karbala to other soils.

Sami: Does prostration on the soil of Imam
Husayn bring about acceptance of invalid
prayers?

‘Ali: As far as Shi‘ah are concerned, the prayers
that don’t have the criteria of correctness are in-
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In the Name of Allah, the Compassionate the
Merciful.

Author’s Introduction.

olonialism and its elements continually at-

tempt to lead astray Islamic nations and set
them against each other in order to cause dis-
union and discord amongst Muslims. In addition,
by implementing the ugly policy of “divide and
conquer”, they try to stabilize their impure domi-
nance over the Islamic lands.

As we see, before putting into practice this hos-
tile and anti-Islamic’ policy, some Muslims who are
unaware of the Quran’s recommendations to call
all Muslims as brothers, inadvertently accuse each
other, either by not hesitating to attribute false
claims to the Shi‘ah, or by not seeking help from
the pure Sunnah of the Holy Prophet. The reason
is that these groups of Muslims have followed a
religious school of thought other than their sect
and obeyed scholars or leaders other than their
scholars or Imams.

That occurs while, today, all Muslims should be
unified and attempt to expel the colonialists and
irreligious individuals coveting to lead astray Mus-
lims, just as discord will be to the detriment of all
Islamic schools of thought.

Disagreement among the followers of the Is-
lamic religious sects should be resolved through
discussion and dialogve without any accusations
and on the basis of Islamic principles accepted by
all Islamic schools of thought.

If some Muslims accuse each other due to their

disagreements and excommunicate each other for
issues that are not related to them, they would
disturb the unity of Islam and provide the room
for intellectual, economical and social dominance
of Colonialists.

We ask the Almighty Allah to make firm our
steps in this path and grant us a downright eye for
looking at the reality of issues in order to evaluate
everything in accordance with Islam’s teachings
and act upon it. Absolutely, He is the Responsive,
All-hearing.

Prostration on the earth

Sami: ‘Ali, you, Shi‘ahs, are polytheists on ac-
count of prostrating on the earth, although it is
only dried mud and worship it instead of the Al-
mighty God.

‘Ali: Let me ask you a question.

Sami: Ask.

‘Ali: Is it obligatory to prostrate on the “body”
of God?

Sami: Your statement is absolutely preposter-
ous, since Allah Has no body. He is not seen by
the eyes and is not touched by the hands. Ev-
ery one who believes that Allah has a body he or
she is undoubtedly faithless. Prostration must be
solely to Allah and prostration on Allah is polythe-
ism, because the aim and intention of prostration
is humility toward Allah.

‘Ali: Your statement proves that our prostra-
tion on the earth is not polytheism, since we don't
prostrate to the earth. In addition, if we, for the
sake of argument believe that the earth is Allah,
then we must prostrate to it, not on it; whereas a
worshiper doesn’t prostrate on his God. Rather he
prostrates to Him.

Sami: This is the first time that I have heard
such a true analysis on this issue. If you count the
earth as your God, you wouldn’t prostrate on it.
Therefore putting your forehead on it when you
prostrate, shows that you don't consider it as your
God.

Then he said: ‘Ali, let me ask you something.

‘Ali: Go on.

Sami: So, why do you insist upon prostrating
on the earth? Why don’t you prostrate on other
things?

‘Ali: All Islamic schools of thought accept and
agree that the Holy Prophet (PBUH) said: The
earth has been made for me a place of prostra-
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The statement of ayatullah al-uzma sayed sadiq shrazi on the occa-
sion of the second anniversary of the painful adversity of samarra

In the Name of Allah, the
Compassionate, the Merciful
Praise is to Allah, Whom
none but Him is thanked
for every thing, undesirable even
that which is. And may peace be
upon Muhammad and His Pure
Progeny, whom Allah has puri-
fied and cleansed, and may all
their enemies be cursed until the
day of Judgment.

Allah the exalted, says: “They
devised their devising, and their
devising is known to Allah;
though their devising were such
as to remove mountains.” So do
not deem that Allah will fail in
His promise to His Messengers;
surely Allah is All-mighty, Venge-
ful.t”

Two years have passed since
the holy shrines of Imam al-Hadi
and Imam Hasan Al-Askari(a.s)
and the holy basement attrib-
uted to Imam Mahdi(s.a) were
cowardly exploded.

Two years have passed since
that shameful event, and yet the
ruins have not been removed,
and nothing has been done to
renew or rebuild the shrine, ex-
cept some unpractical promises
which we still have some hopes
to be true.

Two years have passed since
that crime has occurred and mil-
lions of believers are deprived of
visiting the holy shrines of Sa-
marra.

Nevertheless, this great crime
contradicts all religious and hu-
man rules. It also conflict with
simple international laws. In
addition, the lack of rebuilding

those holy shrines, in itself, is
a great calamity which clashes
with religion, traditions and hu-
man rights.

The holy city of Samarra is
similar to the cemetery of Bagee"
which urges us to recall the holy
shrines of Ahlul Bayt(a.s), which
have this remained as ruins for
about (85) years, while it encom-
passes the holy remain of Mus-
lims’” Imams, i.e. Imam Hasan
Al-Mujtaba, Imam Zaynul Abe-
deen, Imam Al-Bagir, and Imam
Al-Sadig(a.s).

However, the matter which in-
creases the volume of this disas-
ter is that some enemies of Islam
attribute their evil deeds to the
name of Islam. On top of that,
we witness the carelessness of
some governments, institutions
and dignities who do not act to
put an end to such cruel crimes.

I express my condolences
to the holy presence of Imam
Al-Mahdi(a.s), and I beg Allah,
the Responder, to hasten His re-
venge against the tyrants who
have committed those crimes,
and also all the corrupt powers
who support those evildoers.
May Allah hasten the reappear-
ance one who may save the holy
city of Samarra from its calami-
ties and ends its grief. May Allah
be our Sustainer.

Surely we belong to ALLAH,
and to Him we return

Sadiq Shirazi
22 Muharram al-Haram, 1429A.H.

1.Holy Quran, ch. Ibraheem, verse No.(14).

@ 2 15Y8 J ¥ fy (10) Akl



WOI IZEITYS]B-5 MMM
¥y =77 ef g3 ey [(rf [ R 50 e pen

T S4LAYEIW L ol

| RAIEP i

§ — ] - — v

-




